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Preface 
 

One of Monifieth High School’s aims is to prepare pupils for life after school. 
Pupils must therefore be encouraged to become independent, life-long 
learners. This necessitates, as the pupil matures, a gradual shift in the 
responsibility for learning from the teacher to the student. Homework tasks 
must reflect this change in emphasis. Although ‘set’ tasks will still be 
important for senior pupils, they should also be encouraged to write up 
notes, summarise key points, etc. 
 

 
 
 
 

Section 1  
What is Homework? 

 

The term homework is used to describe any schoolwork that pupils are 
expected to complete out of normal class time, usually at home. It includes 
both work set by the teacher and study carried out by pupils acting on their 
own initiative. Homework should be related to coursework and appropriate 
to each pupil’s ability. It may or may not be written. 
 
Homework can be any of the following: 
 

 Projects or assignments which may take several weeks. 
 Completing class work for the next period the pupil studies the subject. 
 Reading course material for consolidation. 
 Researching/collecting material for coursework, learning vocabulary 

etc. 
 Revising for assessments. 
 Online exercises through Glow or other appropriate websites. 
 Practising of a skill: i.e. a class talk, a technique for a particular sport … 
 ‘Set’ homework exercises for the following week. 
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Section 2: Aims of Homework 
 

The Sutton Trust outlined a number of strategies looking at which make the 

greatest impact on young people in terms of their learning.  These are outlined 

below: 
 

Impact Strategy Relative Gain* Cost 

High  Effective feedback 

 Pupil meta-cognition & 

self-regulation strategies 

 Peer tutoring / peer-

assisted learning 

+9months 

+8months 

 

+6months 

Low cost 

Low cost 

 

Low cost 

Moderate  One-to-one tutoring 

 Homework 

 Assessment for Learning 

 Parental involvement 

+ 5 months 

+ 5 months 

+ 3 months 

+ 3 months 

High Cost 

Very low cost 

Moderate cost 

Moderate costs 

Low  Reducing class sizes 

 After school 

programmes 

 Individualised 

instruction 

+ 3 months 

+ 2 months 

+ 2 months 

Very high cost 

Moderate cost 

Low cost 

Very Low  Performance pay 

 Ability grouping 

 Block scheduling and 

timetabling 

+ 0 months 

+ 1 months 

+ 1 months 

Moderate cost 

Very low or no cost 

Very low or no cost 

*Maximum approximate advantage over the course of a school year that an „average‟ 

pupil might gain if this strategy was adopted. 

 (Reproduced in “The View” Issue No 16, 7th May 2012) 

 

What is clear from these findings is that, AiFL strategies aside, homework 

provides the most meaningful and low cost means of improving our pupils’ 

overall attainment, particularly if this issue is approached strategically.  It is 

also something that, approached collegiately, could improve the learning 

and teaching experience of everyone at Monifieth High School, while 

reducing overall burdens on the individual members of teaching staff. 

 
Homework is considered to be an important part of all courses in Monifieth High 

School; homework is used for a variety of reasons, all of which contribute to the 

development and education of the pupils. 

 

The purposes of homework are: 

 

 To allow pupils to develop a sense of responsibility for their own learning and 

to develop effective study skills. 

 Practice in planning and effective use of time effective study skills. 

 To strengthen the partnership between home and school. 

 Practice and consolidation of classwork. 

 To monitor pupil progress. 
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Section 3 

 

Rights and 

Responsibilities  
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3.1        The Rights and Responsibilities of 

Pupils 

Rights 

 
 To receive a variety of meaningful homework tasks appropriate to 

their ability and stage of learning. 

 To be given clear success criteria for homework tasks. 

 To receive feedback on homework, in a variety of forms, e.g. time 

allocated for peer assessment, verbal, a written comment, or through 

solutions being available for self-assessment. 

 To receive homework tasks that are manageable within the given 

timescale: i.e. task for next day with short exercises for reinforcement 

or completion of classwork, extended pieces will require a week or 

more. 

Responsibilities 
 To record all homework tasks in their Planner, including forthcoming 

assessments. 

 To ensure, after an absence, that they are aware of any homework 

deadlines or revision needs. 

 To seek advice at an early stage if experiencing difficulties, to allow 

enough time to complete the task. 

 To use the time provided in Form Tutor Time to plan the week's 

homework and revision schedule. 

 To  remember passwords for all key educational websites (i.e. Glow, 

MyMaths ...) 

and regularly access these. 

 Where facilities are unavailable at home, pupils are responsible for 

using the ICT facilities available in the school where necessary to 

complete certain aspects of homework. 

 To complete homework on time, to the best of their ability. 

 Give feedback to staff about excessive overlapping of homework 

deadlines, so that adjustments can be made where possible. 

How much homework should you be doing? 
 
It is not possible to give an exact answer, but the following is a rough guide 

to what, on average, can be expected of each pupil: 

S1 to S3  2 to 4 hours per week 

S4  45 minutes to 1 hour per subject per week 

S5-S6  1 ½ to 3 hours per SQA subject per week 
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3.2        The Rights and Responsibilities of 

Parents 

 

Rights 
  

 To have access to the curriculum their 

child is following and their progress (in 

conjunction with information evenings, 

school reports and parents’ evenings). 

 
Responsibilities 

 

  To help their child plan and complete 

their homework. 

 To provide an area for quiet study, and, 

where available, regular opportunities for 

access to a computer / Internet for the 

purposes of research, completing online 

homework/revision exercises or 

producing documents for homework. 

 To talk to their children about their 

homework. 

 To provide feedback and ask questions 

of teachers via the Planner when 

homework regularly falls below the levels 

indicated in Section 3.1. 
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3.3        The Rights and Responsibilities of 

Teachers 

 
Rights 

 

 To have homework submitted on time and 

completed to a satisfactory standard. 

 
Responsibilities 

  

 To set meaningful homework for all pupils 

which is appropriate to their progress and 

stage of learning in line with school and 

departmental policy. 

 To contribute to departmental banks of 

homework materials. 

 To allow reasonable flexibility for pupils who 

have to use the school library and/or ASN 

department to complete online and digital 

pieces of homework. 

 To provide opportunities in lessons to provide 

feedback on homework. 

 To provide an early notification to parents, via 

the Planner, of any difficulties in the 

completion of tasks, deadlines (Appendix 1) 

 Use the Text Alert system to deal with 

persistent defaulters and refer to PT Curriculum 

through SEEMIS to address issues of persistent 

homework defaulting. 
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3. 4 The Rights and Responsibilities of 

Principal Teacher (Curriculum). 

 

Rights 

 To be supported by teachers and SMT in the 

implementation of the School and Curriculum 

Group Homework Policies.  

 

Responsibilities 

 To develop a curriculum group policy and 

provide clear, fair, reasonable and 

manageable expectations regarding 

homework provision to ensure consistency. 

 To lead the curriculum in developing a bank 

of homework and revision activities; to share 

development practices. 

 To share good practice in the use of 

homework: this includes sharing strategies for 

assessment which will reduce overall marking 

burdens. 

 To consult with ASN staff. 

 To ensure that regular non-completion of 

homework is reported by the department and 

positive steps are taken to ensure its 

completion. (See Appendix 1). 

 To follow up on persistent defaulters, involving 

PTs PC&S and SMT where appropriate. 

 To monitor and evaluate the curriculum group 

homework policy (see Appendix 2). 
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3.5        The Rights and Responsibilities of PTs PC&S 

 

Rights 

 

 To be kept informed of concerns regarding 

homework. 

 

Responsibilities 

  

 To respond to requests for help and support 

made by pupils, their parents and staff. 

 To help pupils within each year group 

appreciate the value and importance of 

homework through regular dialogue on the 

subject and by monitoring the use of Planners. 

 To assist in the monitoring of the demands of 

homework on pupils. 

 To work with parents and SMT on issues 

relating to significant failure to produce 

homework (see Appendix 1). 

 To share information, where appropriate, 

which may lead to non completion of 

homework.  
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3.6        The Rights and Responsibilities 

of Senior Management 

 
Rights 

 

 To be kept informed of pupils who 

persistently do not complete homework 

(e.g. at weekly House Meetings). 

 

Responsibilities 
  

 To monitor and evaluate the quality of 

home-school links. 

 To communicate, monitor and evaluate 

the school policy on homework and 

ensure clear lines of communication with 

all relevant parties 

 To work with PTs PCS and PTs Curriculum, 

where appropriate, in resolving difficulties 

associated with the incidence or 

completion of homework (see Appendix 

1). 
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3.7  The Rights and Responsibilities 
of the Form Tutor 

 
Rights 

 

 To be supported in their responsibilities 

regarding homework by appropriate PTs 

 

Responsibilities 

 

 To regularly check planners for homework 

default. 

 To use the planner to communicate with 

home where concerns arise.  

 To inform an appropriate PT where 

concerns regarding pupils’ approaches 

to their homework are particularly 

significant. 

 To provide opportunities in Form Time for 

pupils to plan homework and revision on 

a weekly basis. 

 To discuss pupils’ revision and homework 

habits and help them to improve their 

individual approaches to learning outside 

of school. 
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Section 6: Study Support 
 

6.1 Additional study support offered by curriculum groups 

A number of teachers/curriculum groups offer voluntarily either 

ongoing support for homework/revision and/or targeted support as 

prelims/the main exam diet approaches. Pupils are made aware of 

these opportunities verbally by teaching staff and often through 

notices posted in subject areas and in the school bulletin. Parents are 

made aware of these opportunities through a range of approaches: 

Planners; the school website; Parent Information Evenings, and 

recommendations from PTs PCS. 

 

 

6.2 Library Use 

 The purpose of the school library is to support pupils in finding and using 

information, both in books and online. The library provides access to 

resources for pupil investigations and research, and has revision 

material and past papers for SQA subjects. Material can be borrowed 

for senior pupils from other libraries through the Inter-library loan.  

 The library is open every day for pupils to use independently from 

8.30am, every lunch time, and after school, Mondays to Thursdays until 

4.30pm. 

 

6.3    Parent Information Evenings 

 A key ingredient of success is the involvement of parents in supporting 

their son’s/daughter’s work at home.   For this reason, the school runs 

several Information Evenings (see School Calendar on the school 

website).  

 

6.4 Information to Parents 

 A copy of the homework packages and a copy of the Departmental 

Requirements and Expectations are reviewed annually and issued 

accordingly. 
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Appendix 1 

FLOW CHART 

 

Action to be taken in the event of Non-completion of homework. 

 

 

 

 

 
        Homework not completed 

 

 

 

 
 

 Homework still not completed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Action to be taken in the event of 

repeated non-completion of homework 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                             Despite Pupil Care and Support                                    

                                                       Intervention Homework 

                                                 still remains an issue 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

                     STUDY SUPPORT 

 

Teacher ensures pupils 

note homework in the 

Planner 

Teacher notes default in Planner, 

asks for a signature from parent to 

recognise default and to ensure 

work is completed 

Referral to PT (Curriculum) 

Homework completed 
Homework not completed – PT 

Curriculum requests text alert/notes 

in planner and Supported Study 

arranged. 

PT Curriculum referral to PT 

PCS via Seemis 

Homework completed or 

legitimate reason discovered 

for previous defaults 

Referral to Head of House (DHT) 
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Appendix 2 

 

MONITORING CURRICULUM GROUP POLICY: QUALITY INDICATORS 

 

The following checklist could be used at any stage to identify the steps 

needed to improve the quality of homework in a Curriculum Group or 

individual course. 

 

Course: 

Complete the chart below by, in the appropriate 

column, indicating the present position by a tick, 

and the position you hope to reach by the end of 

this session by a cross 
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Principles      

A homework scheme is available for the course      

Homework is closely related to class work      

Homework tasks involve a variety of activities      

Homework tasks are differentiated      

Support for Learning has been consulted where 

appropriate 

     

All homework is purposeful and useful      

Teachers are aware of other subject demands 

through consulting Student Planners 

     

Parents are kept informed      

Practice      

There are clear instructions for issuing….etc.      

Pupils are given adequate notice      

Tasks are issued in written form      

Pupils are told how long a task should take      

Solutions are available where appropriate      

Individual homework is checked by an 

appropriate method 

     

Teachers keep a homework record      
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